Although these studies proved their hypotheses, an equally important outcome was that researchers and community clinicians jointly planned and accomplished projects that served both of their learning agendas.
• The Blending Initiative-a collaboration between NIDA, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, and the Addiction Treatment Technology
Centers-has released four evidence-based, validated tools for staff training. They cover the use of buprenorphine for opiate withdrawal and for longer term treatment, and offer guidance on administering and interpreting the Addiction Severity Index.
There always will be some degree of divergence between research and clinical practice in the treatment of substance abuse, because the two enterprises have different natures.
Communication across this gap is critical to achieve the common goal of reducing drug abuse and addiction, and
